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IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 5 
10:00 am: Senate Floor 
session on several regulatory 
reform bills and a repeal of 
the ergonomics rules. 
 
Thursday, Feb. 13 
8:00 am: Commerce & Trade 
Committee, SHR 4: (*) 
Public hearing on SB 5713 
 
1:30 pm: Land Use & 
Planning, SHR 3: (**) Public 
hearing on SB 5108 
 
3:30 pm: Ways & Means 
Committee, SHR 4: Public 
hearing on SB 5404, Gov. 
Locke’s 2003-05 operating 
budget. 

If it looks like a duck and walks like a duck… 
Call it what you will – a “day of action,” a “walkout,” a “preplanned distance learning day” – the action spurred by the teachers’ 
union on Jan. 14 was nothing less than a strike.  Even an elementary student can make the correlation as Webster’s defines a strike 
as such: “To stop work in order to force an employer to comply with demands.”… 
 
… I’ve introduced Senate Bill 5155.  My proposal says that if a strike or work stoppage occurs, or is about to, a school district or 
any individual can seek an injunction.  If the union fails to comply, a fine of up to $10,000 a day could be imposed.  The bill won’t 
eliminate collective bargaining. 
 
By clarifying and giving teeth to current law dealing with teacher strikes, we can ensure that meaningful negotiations take place 
and problems are solved. – Op-ed from Sen. Mulliken, published in the Columbia Basin Herald on 2/6/03 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

I know you join me in extending my heartfelt thoughts and prayers to the 
friends and families of the astronauts onboard the Columbia. 
 
 My prayers are also with the men and women of the Ephrata National Guard 
unit that is to be deployed soon.  May they be safe and may their families be 
comforted. 
 
 I have two bills that will be heard in the Senate Land Use and Planning 
Committee next week: 
 
 (*) SB 5713 – This bill will allow individuals to perform some small, limited 
electrical installation activities without the need for an expensive electrical contractor’s 
license.  For example, home appliance store personnel would be able to change a 4-
pronged plug to a 5-pronged plug upon installation of a purchased stove or dryer. 
 
 (**) SB 5108 – This bill expands the definition of “criminal trespass” to include 
public officials.  Over time, statutory authority for entry onto private property has 
expanded to the point where people no longer feel secure from the unreasonable 
intrusion of government officials.  I believe state agency personnel and other public 
officials should be subject to the same private property access restrictions as the rest 
of us. 
 

The Senate will vote next Wednesday on several regulatory reform measures 
as well as a repeal of the state’s ergonomics rules.  I intend to support all of these 
bills.  I believe we need to do everything we can to help our business and agriculture 
communities during these tough economic times. 

 
Again, please contact my office with any questions or concerns you may 

have.  It is a pleasure to serve you. 
  
 Sincerely, 
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